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FOR OVER A DECADE Andrew Jackson Stevens played an important part in the political and financial life of Des Moines and
Iowa, yet he is only briefiy mentioned in the histories of the period. Since he left Iowa during the Civil War and never returned, his contemporaries, like F. M. Hubbell and B. F. Allen, who became the leaders of Des Moines in the 1860s and 1870s overshadowed him. Stevens is best remembered as a land speculator and banker. His bankruptcy during the Panic of 1857 was viewed by later historians as a just reward for his wildcat banking, and this colored the estimation of his life in Iowa. His career was perhaps typical of many in the barely settled regions in the mid-nineteenth century. Trained in the law, Stevens taught school, engaged in politics, land speculation and banking and was rewarded for his political activities with an appointment as a consul.
It is interesting that at the height of his career in Des Moines Stevens sponsored an exploring expedition by two Iowa scientists to the then remote country of Ecuador. Beyond civic pride, his motivations for sponsoring the expedition are obscure. In fact, there is no indication in his surviving records of this act. The object of this expedition was to gather botanical and zoological specimens from the unexplored Napo River region of eastern Ecuador. These were to form the nucleus of a museum in Des Moines. Scientifically, the expedition was not notable. Historically, it is of interest because it was sent from an area barely out of its frontier stage.
Andrew Jackson Stevens arrived in Des Moines when it was still a frontier outpost with only a few hundred inhabitants. nessee. This of course made it difficult for the holders of these notes to redeem them for specie. One historian described Stevens' banking methods in this manner:
Down in an obscure place in Tennessee, he bought the charter of the Agricultural Bank of Tennessee, loaded himself with its beautifully engraved notes, and immediately began to unload them on the community. It was "easy come, easy go," Having the prestige of a local institution, he was enabled to loan it in large blocks, to landbuyers and speculators, taking their individual promissory notes therefor, with an agreement that he would redeem his banknotes when presented at this bank,' This system, as described here, was not unusual in the United States prior to the Civil War. In fact, it worked well as long as the issuing bank could redeem its notes for either specie or other well accepted banknotes. Also, as long as the community retained its faith in the bank, it could easily meet its obligations. When the confidence of the depositors was undermined, as it was for A. J. Stevens and Company during the Panic of 1857, the bank had to close its doors.
As a result of the Panic, Stevens' partners forced him to sell his interest in the bank, 10,000 of 25,000 shares, to them. At this point, the bank had only 8,500 dollars on hand with which to redeem over 58,000 dollars of its notes. The historian quoted above said of this episode that "Callanan and Ingham repudiated Stevens and his business methods, ousted him from the company, and turned their attention to real estate and legitimate banking, Ingham becoming the resident member [in Des Moines] of the firm.'" This particular episode seems to have fixed an image of Stevens as a rascal and shady operator in the minds of later historians. In the context of the 1850s and the then prevailing methods of banking, particularly in the western areas, Stevens' activities were not unusual. After his forced retirement from banking, Stevens continued to live in Des Moines and attempted to rebuild his fortunes. Just prior to the Panic of 1857 he financed the expedition to Ecuador. Although the direct connection between Stevens and the exploring expedition to Ecuador is slight, the fact that he sponsored it and that the expedition actually happened is important. It appears that a mixture of civic pride and scientific curiosity on the part of the two participants motivated the launching of the expedition. The sending of an expedition of such a nature to the wilds of the Amazon basin by a man like Stevens, and perhaps others in Des Moines, demonstrated that there existed even in the newly settled areas, a curiosity about and an interest in the wider world.
"The Fairfield Ledger. Fairfleld, Iowa, November 2, 1854. 2. The article continued: "At his home he has a collection of all the varieties which are found in our state. He must have a peculair way of preserving them, for the birds all looked very lifelike."; Union, History. 180.
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probably went on the expedition in the search of medicinal plants." The Iowa Exploring Expedition, as it was styled in the newspapers, left Des Moines in late 1856. Presumably, Moore and Francis traveled to New Orleans where they could have taken a ship to Panama. From there they would have crossed the Isthmus and sailed down the west coast of South America to Guayaquil, the principal port of Ecuador. From Guayaquil, they traveled overland and after an arduous journey arrived in Quito, the Ecuadorian capital, in early 1857.^' Once in Quito, Moore and Francis reported to the United States Minister, Philo White. According to White, the two asked for his help in obtaining aid and protection from the Ecuadorian government. White complied with their request and asked the Ecuadorian government to "afford them the requisite facilities of protection in their comtemplated tour."^^ The Ecuadorians agreed to provide protection, to assume the costs of the expedition and to send one of their scientists. Dr. William Jameson, Professor of Chemistry at the University of Quito, along with the two Americans." The Ecuadorian government aided the Iowans because at this time it was reforming its university and educational system. The Ecuadorians were curious about their own country and wanted to help anyone willing to increase their knowledge of Ecuador, particularly the unexplored regions east of the Andes. 2" The three scientists accompanied by some Indians and mules set out from Quito for the Oriente region on the eastern slopes of "New York Times, February 26, 1857, 2. This article was dated January 10, 1857 with a dateline of Quito and was signed by Moore; Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores del Ecuador al Señor Philo White, Quito, January 8, 1857. This is a copy of the original in Diplomatic Despatches.
"Julio Tobar Donoso, "Garcia Moreno y la instrucción pública," Boletín de la Academia Nacional de Historia, Quito, IV, no. 9 (enero-febrero, 1922) , 63-72; Germania de Moncayo de Monje, La Universidad de Quito: su trayectoria en tres siglos. 1551 -1930 (Quito: Imprenta de la Universidad, 1944 the Andes. In April, 1857, they reached the capital of Oriente Proyince and were well received by the local civil and military officials. From there they moved into the jungle and established a camp." Shortly after their arrival, a tragic accident interrupted their collecting and observing. On the nineteenth of April, Moore accidentally shot Francis. The details of this accident were reported to Philp White by the Educadorian Ministry of Foreign Relations which received its information from the governor of Oriente Province. The governor did not learn ofthe shooting until two weeks after it had occurred because of the difficulties of travel between the Americans' camp and the provincial capital. In his report to the foreign ministry, the governor described the accident in this manner:
On the 19th of last month [April] at seven in the evening, Mr. Francis was sitting at the door of the quarters that he occupied, next to his companion, Mr. Moore; who in the darkness ofthe interior ofthe habitation was preparing to shoot his rifle at a nocturnal bird which had on various occasions passed over their habitation, and at the same time that Moore was arranging the percussion cap,, the hammer fell with force and the weapon discharged, wounding the unfortunate Mr. Francis.
of Francis' death. Although the reports of the Ecuadorian government and Philo White do not cast any aspersions on Moore, one contemporary writer commented that the incident was "of such a nature as to throw suspicion on Mr. Moore."^* At the end of 1857, Philo White, writing from Quito, attempted to set the record straight. He reported to the State Department that all reports of animosity or of a duel between Francis and Moore were completely false.
Moore arrived back in Des Moines in the Spring of 1858 and exhibited the specimens he had collected at the Savery House, Soon thereafter, his condition deteriorated. He became "discouraged and demoralized, drinking deeply and repeatedly, until . . . weary and disappointed he shook the Des Moines dust from his feet and garments, and left, never to return." The accounts of the expedition that Moore wrote for the New York Times do not indicate that he felt any great guilt over the death of Francis, The reports treat the incident as a tragic accident but only an accident.
As a lawyer, teacher, banker, politician and speculator, Andrew Jackson Stevens played an important if not crucial part in the early development of Des Moines and Iowa. Yet, he has been largely forgotten, remembered for the most part only as a less than respectable banker and speculator. This opinion results from his failure in the Panic of 1857. Contemporaries who knew Stevens primarily for his political activities, such as the Civil War governor of Iowa, thought highly of him and wrote glowing letters of recommendation for him. Perhaps a more detailed study of Stevens' life in Des Moines is needed to make a judgment but at present the materials necessary for this study have not been found.
In and of itself, the Iowa Exploring Expedition to Ecuador is not of great significance. The scientific value of the specimens collected and observations made by the three scientists was not great either. Yet, it is significant that such an expedition was sent at all from a town just emerging from the frontier. It demonstrates that men like A. J. Stevens, William Moore and Edward Francis were interested in the wider world and willing to risk money and even their lives for the sake of expanding the frontiers of knowledge. "Dixon, Centennial, 292,  
